
CULTURE, ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIETY 
GEOG 2170; FALL 2019 

MWF 10:00-10:50am; Th 120   
Instructor:          Teaching Assistant: 
Prof. Matthew Fry        Caleb Valko  
Office: ENV 210F          Office: 
Phone: (940) 369-7576       Phone:   
Email: mfry@unt.edu         Email: 
Office hours: MW 11:00am-12:30pm or by appointment   Office Hours:   
 
  

"If you don't know where you are, you don't know who you are."  
        — Wendell Berry 

Geography is the analysis of the why of the where, i.e., how things got to be where they are and why they are the way 
they are. These questions lead us away from simply memorizing place names or types of landforms to conducting in-depth 
inquiry into the processes behind the patterns that are present on the landscape. 

These processes are fundamentally cultural (i.e., their roots reach down into religion, language, politics, economics, and 
built environments, among other things) and reflect human demands for food, energy, and resources. The patterns we see 
on the landscape are also outcomes of the opportunities and constraints imposed by the natural environment.  

This course analyzes the interrelationships among cultures, the environment, and society by asking: 

1. What is culture? 
2. How do culture and the environment interact? 
3. How does this interaction affect who we are? 

 
Books and Readings 

Required:  
1) Jordan-Bychkov, T., et al. (2014) Fundamentals of the Human Mosaic: A Thematic Introduction 

to Cultural Geography. New York: W.H. Freeman and Company. 
NOTE: the 8th edition of an earlier version of this book (The Human Mosaic: A Thematic Introduction to 
Cultural Geography by Terry G. Jordan-Buychkov and Mona Domosh) can be found on-line for approximately 
$2. 

2) Pollan, M. (2006) The Omnivore’s Dilemma. London: Penguin Books. (authors webpage and 
other readings at: https://michaelpollan.com/articles/page/2/   

• Several readings will be available on Canvas or via on-line links. 
• Geography majors are also encouraged to purchase The Dictionary of Human Geography by Johnston, 

Gregory, Pratt, and Watts; also available at Willis Library. 
 

Course Expectations 
Attendance and Class Participation: 

• Students are expected to attend class and participate by asking questions and providing 
comments/insight on topics. 

• Attendance will be taken on a random basis. Excused attendance requires documentation.    
Readings and Videos:  

• Reading and documentary assignments will be completed prior to their assigned class period.  Don’t fall 
behind; my lectures assume you’ve done the readings and/or watched the video. Most pop quizzes will 
pertain to these.  

 
 

http://www.utexas.edu/courses/wd/
https://michaelpollan.com/articles/page/2/


 
Laptop/Touch Screen Policy: 

• Students wishing to use laptops or electronic touch screen devices during class must complete a 
‘Laptop/Touch Screen Agreement Form’.  Essentially, you’ll agree to use said device exclusively for 
taking notes.  Failure to complete the form and/or abuse of the signed agreement will result in forfeiture 
of the right to use your machine during class.  

Classroom Courtesy: 
 Please follow these guidelines to avoid disrupting the class: 

o Turn off cell phones  
o Avoid arriving late or leaving early  
o Do not sleep or eat during class 
o Do not work on other assignments during class 
o Do not talk when the instructor is lecturing, unless prompted for feedback by the 

instructor 
 
Exams: 

• Each worth 20% of your final grade.  Questions will be drawn from readings and class lectures (lecture 
power point presentations will be posted on Canvas in .pdf format) and are primarily multiple-
choice.  The final exam is not cumulative. 

 
Projects: 

• Each worth 10% of your final grade.   
• In the Map Project, you will construct two thematic maps.  A detailed guideline will be provided to 

students on 9/4, final maps are due 9/9. 
• Guidelines for the Agriculture/Food Project will be provided 10/9. The due date is 10/21. 
• The Fry Street Project will require you to venture beyond the confines of the University (though not too far) 

and explore local geography.  Detailed guidelines will be provided on 11/1. The due date is 11/15. 
 
Note: projects turned in late will drop one letter grade if turned in on the due date but later than class (i.e. after 
10:50am) and drop another grade for each day past the due date. 

 
Unannounced Quizzes: 

• Five percent of final grade.  Pop-quizzes on homework assignments (including videos and readings) as 
well as lecture material from the previous class.  Formats may vary. 

 
 
Grades 
Grades are assigned on the following scale: 89.5-100=A; 79.5-89.4=B; 69.5-79.4=C; 59.5-69.4=D; 0-59.4=F. 
  

Exams:          (20% each) 60% 
Map Project:     10% 
Agriculture/Food Project:       10% 
Light Rail Project:            10% 
Unannounced Quizzes:     5%  
Attendance:             5%       
             Total*:    100% 

                                                           

* The Department of Geography does not allow extra credit assignments (work not specified on a course 
syllabus). 



Accommodations 
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. 
Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to 
verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be 
delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request 
accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible 
in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of 
accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each 
class. For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at 
http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323. 
 
Absences, Religious Holidays, and Missing Exams 
If a student must be absent from an exam to attend a religious holiday, family obligation, or etc., it is the 
student’s responsibility to contact the instructor at least 2 weeks in advance of the exam date.  If you miss an 
exam without giving me a 2 week notification, you will take a zero for the exam.  If a situation arises at any 
time in those 2 weeks where you know you’ll be absent on the day of the exam, it is your responsibility to 
notify me as soon as possible before the exam is given.  If valid, you will be required to bring a signed note 
from a physician or other authority that explains why you were incapable of taking the exam on that date. 
 
Academic Dishonesty and Integrity 
Students are expected to uphold the University of North Texas Code of Student Conduct.  It is dishonest and a 
violation of student academic integrity to:  

1) PLAGIARIZE, 2) CHEAT ON AN EXAMINATION, 3) COPY OR COLLABORATE ON 
ASSIGNMENTS WITHOUT PERMISSION, 4) FABRICATE OR FALSIFY DATA OR RECORDS, and 4) 
ENGAGE IN OTHER FORMS OF DECEIT OR DISHONESTY  

Students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a "0" for that particular assignment or exam.  Additionally, 
the incident will be reported to the Office of Student Rights and Responsibilities for further penalty.  According 
to the UNT catalog, the term "cheating" includes, but is not limited to: (a) use of any unauthorized assistance in 
taking quizzes, tests, or examinations; (b) dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the 
instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying out other assignments; (c) the 
acquisition, without permission, of tests or other academic material belonging to a faculty or staff member of 
the university; (d) dual submission of a paper or project, or resubmission of a paper or project to a different 
class without express permission from the instructor(s); or (e) any other act designed to give a student an unfair 
advantage.  Altering a returned test and claiming a grader or scanning machine made an error is also considered 
cheating.  The term "plagiarism" includes, but is not limited to: (a) the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase 
or direct quotation of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear 
acknowledgment; and (b) the knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another 
person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials. 
 
Acceptable Student Behavior 
“Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to 
learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students 
engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the 
student to the Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities to consider whether the student's conduct violated 
the Code of Student Conduct. The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional 
forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc.” Again, The 
Code of Student Conduct can be found at http://conduct.unt.edu/student_conduct. 

http://www.unt.edu/oda
http://conduct.unt.edu/student_conduct
http://conduct.unt.edu/student_conduct


Tentative Course Schedule 
 M 8/26 Introduction 

 W 8/28 Landscapes and Regions 

   Read: Fundamentals of the Human Mosaic, pp 1-28 

F 8/30 Where are you? 

   Read: Maps and GIS (Canvas) 

 M 9/2 – NO CLASS 

W 9/4 Map Language and Map Project Review 

   Read: How to Lie with Maps (Canvas)  

 F 9/6 What is Culture? 

   Read: Fundamentals of the Human Mosaic, pp 29-56  
           Why Footbinding Persisted in China for a Millennium (Canvas) 

M 9/9 Where does Culture come from? (Maps Due) 

   Read: Environmental Determinism – A Controversial Topic (Canvas) 

 W 9/11 Geography of Karma 

   Read: Fundamentals of the Human Mosaic, pp 179-211 

 F 9/13 The Holy Territory 

   Read: Israel Palestine Conflict Explained  

 M 9/16 Territory Unpacked: States, Nations, and Borders 

   Read: Fundamentals of the Human Mosaic, pp 149-158 

W 9/18 Empires, Hegemony, and the EU (pass out review sheet) 

   Read: Fundamentals of the Human Mosaic, pp 158-175 

F 9/20 Politics. Take. Place.  

   Read: ‘What Texas can learn from California about Gerrymandering’ KERA (2018) (Canvas) 
              ‘Redistricting Battle Under Way Across U.S,’ (2011) (Canvas) 

M 9/23 EXAM I 

 W 9/25 Human Health and Disease (Guest Lecturer: David Ferring) 

   Read: Fundamentals of the Human Mosaic, pp 76-80 
             How infectious diseases have shaped our culture, habits and language (Canvas) 
             Four of the most lethal infectious diseases and how we're overcoming them (Canvas) 

 F 9/27 NO CLASS 

 M 9/30 Population 

   Read: Fundamentals of the Human Mosaic, pp 57-77, 81-91         

 W 10/2 Malthus, Malthusians, NeoMalthusians 

   Read: Malthusian model in Dictionary of Human Geography (Canvas) 
              The Malthus Factor, Intro and Chapter 1, in Ross (1998) pp 1-30 (Canvas) 

 

https://www.vox.com/2018/11/20/18079996/israel-palestine-conflict-guide-explainer


F 10/4 Agriculture Origins 

   Read: Fundamentals of the Human Mosaic, pp 226-230 
   Watch: Botany of Desire [116 min] (here and more info) 

M 10/7 Agricultural Change I: Swidden (Review Agriculture/Food Project) 

   Read: Fundamentals of the Human Mosaic, pp 213-230 

W 10/9 Agricultural Change II: Wet Rice 

   Read: Fundamentals of the Human Mosaic, pp 230-235, 240-248 

F 10/11 NO CLASS 

M 10/14 Agricultural Industrialization I: Seeds  

   Read: Omnivore's Dilemma, pp. 1-56 

W 10/16 Agricultural Industrialization II: Nitrogen 

   Read: Omnivore's Dilemma, pp. 57-122  

F 10/18 A Green Revolution?  

   Read: Background: Seeds of Plenty, Seeds of Sorrow (Canvas) 
   Watch: Seeds of Plenty, Seeds of Sorrow (50 min) at: UNT Videos on Demand 
  

M 10/21 Brave New Crops (Agriculture/Food Project due) 

   Read: Omnivore's Dilemma, pp. 123-184 

W 10/23 Organic Agriculture 

   Read: Omnivore's Dilemma, pp. 184-273 

F 10/25 Urban Farming/Alternative Agriculture (pass out review sheet) 

   Read: Fundamentals of the Human Mosaic, pp 236-239 
              ‘In planting campus gardens, university students’ (2018) (Canvas) 

M 10/28 Deagriculturalization 

   Watch: As We Sow [24 min] (3-part video link) (homepage) 

W 10/30 EXAM 2 

F 11/1 Geography of Cities (Review Fry Street Project) 

   Read: Fundamentals of the Human Mosaic, pp 277-300 

M 11/4 Modern American City  

   Read: Fundamentals of the Human Mosaic, pp 301-329 
           The Suburbanization of Poverty, CityLab 2013 (Canvas)  

W 11/6 Taken for a Ride  

Read: Los Angeles and the great American streetcar scandal, The Guardian 
Also: Jane Jacobs v Robert Moses, battle of New York's urban titans, The Guardian 
          Vancouver dumps its freeway plan for a more beautiful future, The Guardian 

F 11/8 Urban Revival 

Read: The town that said no to sprawl, Lowe 1991(Canvas) 
Also: The curse of urban sprawl: how cities grow, and why this has to change Guardian 2016 

 

http://topdocumentaryfilms.com/botany-desire/
http://www.pbs.org/thebotanyofdesire/
https://vod.library.unt.edu/cat_vodentry.php?film=187
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_cdcDpMf6qE
http://www.aswesow.com/
https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2016/apr/25/story-cities-los-angeles-great-american-streetcar-scandal
https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2016/apr/28/story-cities-32-new-york-jane-jacobs-robert-moses
https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2016/may/09/story-cities-38-vancouver-canada-freeway-protest-liveable-city
https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2016/jul/12/urban-sprawl-how-cities-grow-change-sustainability-urban-age


M 11/11 New Urbanism/Smart Growth 

   Read: ‘The Best Smart Growth Projects in America’ (2011) (Canvas) 
   Learn more about cities here and here 

W 11/13 Planet of Slums 

   Read: The Amazing Endurance of Slums CityLab, 2014 (Canvas) 
Check out: The rise and ruin of Rio de Janeiro's first favela, The Guardian 
Watch: Caracas Journal (link) 

F 11/15 Economic Geography (Fry Street Project Due) 

   Read: Fundamentals of the Human Mosaic, pp 249-276 

M 11/18 Uneven Development 

   Read: Fundamentals of the Human Mosaic, pp 249-276 

W 11/20 Nature-Society/ Human-Environment 

   Read: Ecological Crisis as a Crisis of Character, Berry 1977 (Canvas) 

F 11/22 Environmental Justice 

  Read: Houston’s sustainable path forward, leaves this neighborhood behind TxTribune (Canvas) 

M 11/25 Texas Oil Colony 

   Read: West Texas becomes world’s extraction colony TxTribune, Oct 2018 (Canvas) 
              Energy Geographies of Texas, Brannstrom and Fry 2017 

W 11/27 Sustainable Energy (pass out review sheet) 

   Read: The One and Only Texas Wind Boom, Oct 2016 

F 11/29 NO CLASS 

M 12/2 Texas: Environment and Climate 

   Read: Texas Climate Assessment - Hotter, Drier, more Floods_KUT news 2018 
   Watch: The Climate Wars, Part 1 (online link; parts 2 and 3 are also worth watching) 

W 12/4 Why Geography? Wrap up and Review 

   Read: What is Education For? David Orr (Canvas) 

 

 Saturday 12/7 EXAM III 8:00am-10:00am, Th 120 

https://www.theguardian.com/cities/series/the-story-of-cities
https://www.citylab.com/
https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2016/apr/05/story-cities-15-rio-de-janeiro-first-favela-providencia-2016-olympic-games
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/03/01/world/americas/01venezuela.html?pagewanted=1&_r=2
https://dotsub.com/view/b846dcff-ce80-49ca-9651-5af53d3710ba

